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really beyond anything in town, and must have cost a mint of money!"
So we have got around to the opposite of the old-time aim, when the answer might possibly have been: "The acting was beyond anything in town. The dresses ? Nothing remarkable! Oh, well, fair enough!"
I have often been told by famous women of the past that the beautiful Mrs. Russell, then of Wallack's Theatre, was the originator in this country of richly elegant realism in stage costuming. When it was known that the mere linings of her gowns cost more than the outside of other dresses; that all her velvet was silk velvet; all her lace to the last inch was real lace; that no wired nor spliced feathers curled about her splendid leghorns, only magnificent single plumes, each worth weeks of salary, this handsome woman, superbly clad, created a sensation, but alas ! at the same time, she unconsciously scattered seed behind her thatthing remarkable! It was fair enough; but the dresses! They areduality in that of the in zee grande toe, und                        * he can't keek vurth one sou! — und zat is my
